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DITA-Anwender Bodensee and the CleverTank project
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Roadmap 2017:
• Writing DITA sample projects
• Design your DITA-OT output
• Localization of DITA projects
• DITA-Markdown roundtrip
• "The Key must be free"
• DITA tools battle
• Tools for DITA localization and terminology
• Upcoming conferences sneak peek
• Roadmap 2018 und 2017 DITA-Tops&Flops

Meetup https://www.meetup.com/de-
DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/

https://www.meetup.com/de-DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/


DITA-Anwender Bodensee and the CleverTank project
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Roadmap 2018:
• More project versions of “CleverTank”
• DITA-OT plugins
• Specialization
• Constraints
• More DITA-OT plugins
• Markdown rowndtrips, DITA Glass & Co.
• Versioning
• DITA buy-in

Meetup https://www.meetup.com/de-
DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/

https://www.meetup.com/de-DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/


Content analysis (based on Word files, DE)
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For the scope of the 
presentation, you’ll see 
the same project under 
different names (to save 
more stages).
The goal is: one single-
source project.



Content analysis (based on Word files, DE)
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Use cases and task analysis
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(the café-style way)



Information modelling (DE)
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Information architecture (DE)
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Building the oXygen Project
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Try out model2dita:
https://github.com/mgcalo/model2dita



Writing content (DE)
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DITA-Anwender Bodensee and the CleverTank project
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Writing DITA sample projects:

• Content analysis

• Use cases and task analysis

• Information modelling

• Information architecture 

• Writing content

• Bragging about it (“Tools battle”)



DITA-Anwender Bodensee and the CleverTank project
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To do:

• Review English content

• Fill in the gaps

• Images with callouts

• More architecture (key scopes)

• Output styling

• Blog posts, tutorials



I. One-product 
project

https://lindseygail10.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/the-time-is-now-procrastination.jpg
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- Product keys

- Graphics keys

- User interface keys
- Technical data keys

Always with keys!
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One-product project
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One-product project
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One-product project
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One-product project



One-product project: keymaps
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One-product project: keys
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One-product project: key definitions @keys values:
Define once and shouldn’t 
change afterwards.



April 2018 @THINKDITA | CMS/ DITA North America 2018, Denver 22

One-product project: using the keys @keyref values:
When written for reuse, 
shouldn’t change afterwards.
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One-product project:
where is the key used?



I. One-product 
project

https://lindseygail10.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/the-time-is-now-procrastination.jpg
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Are keys:

- easy to find?

- easy to understand?

- easy to use?

Was it worth it? 

maybe not all of the keys from the beginning, 
but they almost always come in handy.

Always with keys!



II. Renaming/
Redesign

- Product keys

- Graphics keys

- UI keys
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Only keys should change!

https://pointyhairedstartup.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/babynames.jpg



II. Renaming/
Redesign

- CleverTank -> SmartTank
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Renaming:
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Renaming: finding the key values

Eventually rename some files, if 
your editor/repository supports it, 
without losing references.
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Renaming: replace key values



II. Renaming/
Redesign
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- New panel interface

Redesign:
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Renaming: replace key values



II. Renaming/
Redesign
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TechPubs are no longer a 
bottleneck when 
rebranding/ redesigning.



III. Add new    
products to 
the project

More…
- Product keys
- Graphics keys
- UI keys
- Tech. data keys
- Attributes & DITAVALS

…but (mostly) the same 
topics
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Single-source project
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Single-source project
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Single-source project
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Single-source project



Single-source project: resources for two products
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Single-source project: ditavals

April 2018 @THINKDITA | CMS/ DITA North America 2018, Denver 38



Single-source project: ditavals
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III. Add new    
products to 
the project

More…
- Product keys
- Graphics keys
- UI keys
- Tech. data keys
- Attributes & DITAVALS

…but (mostly) the same 
topics
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Single-source project: resources for five products
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Single-source project: more attributes and ditavals
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Single-source project: content differences
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Single-source project: content differences
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Keyscopes: all five products in one output
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Keyscopes: all five products in one output
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Was it worth it?

Go as far as your team can cope with.
For Author eXperience, make keys:
- easy to find
- easy to understand
- easy to use
Keys will keep you fast, flexible, 
consistent, efficient.
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Resources & Contact

Twitter @thinkDITA

Blog www.think-dita.com

Email think-dita@email.de

Thank you!
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GitHub https://github.com/dita-users/demo-project

Meetup https://www.meetup.com/de-DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/

https://github.com/dita-users/demo-project
https://www.meetup.com/de-DE/DITA-Anwender-Bodensee/
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